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Central Historical Question  

In what ways did European societies use their legal systems and 

religious belief systems to enslave other European, African, 

and/or Native American societies and conquer other nations? 

Describe their justifications and rationale for slavery and 

conquest. What does sugar have to do with it? What were the 

reasons behind the conquest of the Americas? 

Instructions 

Take notes during Mr. Brad’s lecture: we will have a quiz after.  

Read 1A and answer the reading questions. For an extra 

challenge, read 1B and answer the reading questions. We will 

review these readings together as a group. 

Read the subsequent documents (2-9), answering the reading 

questions.  

Fill out the Graphic Organizer. 

Develop a thesis statement that responds to the Central Historical 

Question.  

Fill out the PEEL sheets to help organize your writing.  

Write a five-paragraph essay that responds to the Central 

Historical Question.  

Evaluation 

Your grade for this major project will depend on you successfully 

answering reading questions, filling out the graphic organizer, 

thesis organizer, PEEL organizer, and writing a cogent five 

paragraph essay.  

 

Materials 

Class Presentation 

Secondary Sources 1A and 1B  

Primary Sources 2 - 9 

Graphic Organizer  

PEEL Organizer  

Thesis Organizer 

 

Other Resources 

Age of Exploration Youtube Video,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVGFX7DJiWc 
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Overview 

Document 1A is about the European Age of Exploration and the beginnings of 

plantation economies. Read 1A and answer the questions.  

Reading Questions 

1. What claims do the authors make?

2. What evidence do the authors use?

3. What language (words, phrases, images, symbols) do the authors use to persuade

the document's audience? 

4. How does the document's language indicate the author's perspective?

5. In a few sentences, describe what you learned from this reading.

Materials 

1A Sugar 
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Overview 

Document 1B is also about the European Age of Exploration and the beginnings of 

sugar plantation economies. Read 1B and answer the questions.  

Reading Questions 

1. Why were the Atlantic islands attractive to Europeans to colonize?

2. Who was living on the Canary Islands when the Portuguese first contacted them?

What happened to them when the Portuguese arrived? 

3. Which two nations established sugar plantations in the Atlantic Islands? Who

sponsored these plantations and what kinds of men took possession of them? 

4. What role did sugar plan in Spain and Portugal’s expansion?

5. In a few sentences, describe what you learned from this reading.

Materials 

1B Sugar comes to the Atlantic World 



DOCUMENT 2

Jayur Mehta


Jayur Mehta








Reading Questions for Documents 2 1 

Reading Questions for 

Documents 2 

Integrated Humanities II 

Second Level - 10 

Dr. Mehta 

Dr. Anantnarayan 

Overview 

Document 2 presents laws that were passed in Spain in the 1400’s – these laws dictate 

everything from the treatment of slaves to the conversion of Muslims. Read 2 and 

answer the questions.  

Reading Questions 

1. What claims do the laws make?

2. How does Law 1 implicitly condone the practice of slavery?

3. Why do you think there are so many rules about how to free a slave?

4. What do the laws say about people of Islamic and Jewish faith? Are they

discriminated against?  What does this tell you about the Spanish mindset in the 15th 

century?  

5. How does the document's language indicate the author's perspective?

Materials 

2 Spanish Laws 



DOCUMENT 3
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Overview 

Document 3 presents a decree that was read to indigenous nations as they were being 

invaded. Read 3 and answer the questions.  

Reading Questions 

1. What claims does this document make? Why must documents written during the 

European conquest be approached with caution? 

 

 

2. Who does the jurist claim are the legitimate rulers of “Tierre-Firme”? What does he 

mean by “Tierra Firme”? 

 

 

3. What kinds of consequences would indigenous peoples have suffered if they did not 

surrender?   

 

 

 

5. What does the document's language tell you about the author’s perspective? 

 

 

 

 

 

Materials 

3 Spanish Jurist 
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Overview 

Document 4 was written by Pope Eugene IV many years after Ceuta was 

conquered by Portugal. Read and answer the questions.  

Reading Questions 

1. Who is King Dom Joao and why does he need the support of Pope Eugene IV? Do

some internet research here. 

2. What city has been conquered and what is the justification of said conquest?

3. What language (words, phrases, images, symbols) does the author use to persuade

the document's audience? 

4. How does the document's language indicate the author's perspective?

Listen to the NPR News piece and answer the following; 

http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2015/05/12/404648521/a-foot-in-africa-a-foot-in-

europe-divide-grows-wider-in-ceuta 

5. Does European society still today privilege Christians over Muslims in Ceuta?

Materials 

Document 4 



Document 5 

Utilizing the Native Labor Force 
Author: Christopher Columbus  
Date:1492  

Annotation: 

Christopher Columbus's voyages of discovery were part of a much broader pattern of European 
commercial and financial expansion during the fifteenth century. In the span of less than four decades, 
European countries revolutionized sea travel. Led by tiny Portugal, fifteenth-century European 
mariners adapted from the Arabs a small sturdy ship known as the caravel capable of sailing against 
the wind. They also refined such navigational aids as the astrolabe and quadrants, allowing sailors to 
accurately chart their latitude, while mapmakers and geographers greatly improved the quality of 
maps. In just a decade, from 1488 to 1498, European sailors mastered the winds and currents of the 
south Atlantic, making it possible for the first time to sail from Western Europe to West Africa and into 
the Indian Ocean.  

With financial support from German and Italian bankers and merchants, Portugal was able to exploit 
these discoveries and create a system of long-distance trade and commerce based on sugar and 
slavery. As early as 1420, the Portuguese began to settle islands off the West African coast. In 
Madeira, the Azores, the Canary Islands, and other islands, the Portuguese introduced sugar cane. 
Beginning in 1443, Portugal established a string of trading posts along the West African coast, which 
soon became major sources of slave labor for the Iberian Peninsula and especially for the Atlantic 
island sugar plantations.  

Christopher Columbus was very familiar with this network of Atlantic trade. Born in Genoa in 1451, the 
son of an Italian wool weaver, Columbus was pushed by his father into trade. In 1476 he settled in a 
Genoese trading community in Portugal. There, he met his wife, whose father was the Portuguese 
governor of an island off Africa's Atlantic coast. For ten years Columbus lived in Madeira and made 
voyages to the Azores, the Canary Islands, and western Africa. Forty-one years old at the time he 
made his first voyage of discovery, Columbus was obsessed with the idea of finding a new route to the 
Far East, which would provide him with enough wealth to pay for the liberation of the Holy Land from 
Islamic rule. Personally familiar with slavery and sugar production when he arrived in the Caribbean, 
he quickly saw the opportunity to extract riches from this new land.  

As the following extracts from his journal reveal, within days of his arrival in the New World, Columbus 
regarded the Indian population as a potential labor source. As he and other Europeans would soon 
discover, the Indians, especially the Caribs, were not as timid or as easily dominated as Columbus 
originally thought. 

Document: 

Sunday, 14th of October 

...these people are very simple as regards the use of arms, as your Highnesses will see from the 
seven that I caused to be taken, to bring home and learn our language and return; unless your 
Highnesses should order them all to be brought to Castile, or to be kept as captives on the same 
island; for with fifty men they can all be subjugated and made to do what is required of them.... 

Sunday, 16th of December 

...your Highnesses may believe that this island (Hispaniola), and all the others, are as much yours as 
Castile. Here there is only wanting a settlement and the order to the people to do what is required. 
For I, with the force I have under me, which is not large, could march over all these islands without 
opposition. I have seen only three sailors land, without wishing to do harm, and a multitude of Indians 



fled before them. They have no arms, and are without warlike instincts; they all go naked, and are so 
timid that a thousand would not stand before three of our men. So that they are good to be ordered 
about, to work and sow, and do all that may be necessary, and to build towns, and they should be 
taught to go about clothed and to adopt our customs.  

"Journal of the First Voyage of Christopher Columbus, 1492-1493," in E.G. Bourne, The Northmen, 
Columbus and Cabot, 985-1503 (New York, 1906), 114, 145-146, 182 

Source: "Journal of the First Voyage of Christopher Columbus, 1492-93" in E.G. Bourne, The 
Northmen, Columbus, and Cabot, 985-1503. Edited by Edward Gaylord Bourne. New York: C. 
Scribner's Sons, 1906, pp. 114, 145-146, 182.  
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Overview 

Document 5 contains excerpts from Christopher Columbus’ journal.  

Reading Questions 

1. What claims does Columbus make about native peoples?  What does his language 

(words and phrase) imply? What does this tell you about his perspective on conquest? 

 

 

 

2. Do you believe Columbus’ letters?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

2. Is Columbus’ journal a reliable source of information?   Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

Materials 

5 Columbus Primary Docs  

 

 

 



Document 6 

Labor Needs 
Author: Alonso de Zuazo 
Date:1518  

Annotation: 

Christopher Columbus believed that Indians would serve as a slave labor force for Europeans, especially on 
the sugar cane plantations off the western coast of north Africa. Convinced that the Taino Indians of the 
Caribbean would make ideal slaves, he transported 500 to Spain in 1495. Some 200 died during the overseas 
voyage. Thus Columbus initiated the African slave trade, which originally moved from the New World to the 
Old, rather than the reverse.  

By the beginning of the sixteenth century, Spain's experiments in enslaving Indians were failing. To meet the 
mounting demand for labor in mining and agriculture, the Spanish began to exploit a new labor force: slaves 
from western Africa.  

Slavery was a familiar institution to many sixteenth-century Europeans. Although slavery had gradually died 
out in northwestern Europe, it continued to flourish around the Mediterranean Sea. Ongoing warfare between 
Christianity and Islam produced thousands of slave laborers, who were put to work in heavy agriculture in 
Italy, southern France, eastern Spain, Sicily, and eastern Europe near the Black Sea. Most slaves in this area 
were "white"--either Arabs or natives of Russia and eastern Europe. But by the mid-fifteenth century, the 
expansion of the Ottoman empire cut off the supply of white slaves. It was during the mid-fifteenth century 
that Portugal established trading relations along the West African coast, and discovered that it was able to 
purchase huge numbers of black slaves at a low cost.  

Several factors made African slaves the cheapest and most expedient labor source. The prevailing ocean 
currents made it relatively easy to transport Africans to the Caribbean. Further, because Africans came from 
developed agricultural societies, they were already familiar with highly organized tropical agriculture. The first 
African slaves were brought to the New World as early as 1502, where they would mine precious metals and 
raise sugar, coffee, and tobacco--the first goods sold to a mass consumer market.  

The African slave trade would be an indispensable part of European settlement and development of the New 
World. By the mid-eighteenth century, slaves could be found everywhere in the Americas from French Canada 
to Chile. Indeed, the number of Africans forcibly imported into the New World actually exceeded the number 
of whites who would come to the Americas before the 1830s. Between 1492 and 1820, approximately ten to 
fifteen million Africans were forcibly brought to the New World, while only about two million Europeans had 
migrated. In this excerpt, Alonzo de Zuazo (1466-1527), the Spanish Judge of Hispaniola, argues that slavery 
is essential for Caribbean development. 
Document:  

Indeed, there is urgent need for Negro slaves, as I have written to inform His Highness, and in as much as 
Your Lordship will see that part of my letter to His Highness, I shall not repeat it here, except to say that it is 
urgent to have them brought. Ships sail from these islands for Seville to purchase essential goods such as 
cloth of various colours as well as other merchandise, which is used as ransom of Cape Verde whither the 
goods are carried with the permission of the King of Portugal. By virtue of the said ransom, let ships go there 
and bring away as many male and female Negroes as possible, newly imported and between the ages of 
fifteen to eighteen or twenty years. They will be made to adopt our customs in this island and they will be 
settled in villages and married to their women folk. The burden of work of the Indians will be eased and 
unlimited amounts of gold will be mined. This is the best land in the world for Negroes, women and old men, 
and it is very rarely that one of these people die.  

J.A. Saco, Historia de la Esclavitud de las Raza Africana, Tomo I, 143-144 

Source: J.A. Saco, Historia de la Esclavitud de las Raza Africana, Tomo 1, pp. 143-44 
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Overview 

Document 6 contains writing by a Spanish judge who was stationed in Cuba 

(Hispanola).  

Reading Questions 

1. What is Alonzo de Zuazo asking for?  

 

 

2. Why might his request be necessary? What is the problem with using native peoples 

for labor?  

 

 

 

3. Is Zuazo’s account a reliable source of information?   Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

Materials 

6 Zuazo  

 

 

 



Document 7 

A Rationale for New World Colonization 

Author: Richard Hakluyt 
Date:1584  

Annotation: 

During the early and mid-sixteenth century, the English tended to conceive of North America 
as a base for piracy and harassment of the Spanish. But by the end of the century, the English 
began to think more seriously about North America as a place to colonize: as a market for 
English goods and a source of raw materials and commodities such as furs. English promoters 
claimed that New World colonization offered England many advantages. Not only would it 
serve as a bulwark against Catholic Spain, it would supply England with raw materials and 
provide a market for finished products. America would also provide a place to send the English 
poor and ensure that they would contribute to the nation's wealth.  

During the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, the English poor increased rapidly 
in number. As a result of the enclosure of traditional common lands (which were increasingly 
used to raise sheep), many common people were forced to become wage laborers or else to 
support themselves hand-to-mouth or simply as beggars.  

Here Richard Hayluyt recounts the advantages of New World colonization. Later, Hakluyt 
invested his own money in the company that colonized Virginia. 
Document:  

...All the commodities of all our old decayed and dangerous trades in all Europe, Africa, and 
Asia...may in short space [count] for little or nothing [compared with]...that part of America 
which lieth between 30 and 60 degrees of northerly latitude, if by our slackness we suffer not 
the French or others to prevent us.... 

For all the statutes that hitherto can be devised, and the sharp execution of the same in 
punishing idle and lazy persons, for want of sufficient occasion of honest employments, cannot 
deliver our commonwealth from multitudes of loiterers and idle vagabonds. Truth it is that 
through our long peace and seldom sickness (two singular blessings of Almighty God) we are 
grown more populous than ever heretofore; so that now there are...so many, that they can 
hardly live one by another, nay rather they are ready to eat up one another; yea many 
thousands of idle persons are within this realm, which having no way to be set on work, be 
either mutinous and seek alteration in the state, or at least very burdensome to the 
commonwealth and often fall to pilfering and thieving and other lewdness, whereby all the 
prisons of the land are daily pestered and stuffed full of them, where either they pitifully pine 
away or else at length are miserably hanged, even 20 at a clap out of some jail. Whereas if 
this voyage [to the New World] were put in execution, these petty thieves might be 
condemned for certain years in the western parts, especially in Newfoundland, in sawing and 
felling of timber and masts of ships, and deal boards; in burning of the firs and pine trees to 
make pitch, tar, rosin, and soap ashes; in beating and working of hemp for cordage; and, in 
the more southern parts, in setting them to work in mines of gold, silver, copper, lead, and 
iron; in dragging for pearls and coral; in planting of sugar canes, as the Portingales 
[Portuguese] have done in Madeira; in maintenance and increasing of silk worms for silk, and 
in dressing the same; in gathering of cotton whereof there is plenty; in tilling of the soil there 
for grain; in dressing of vines whereof there is great abundance for wine; olives, whereof the 
soil is capable, for oil; trees for oranges, lemons, almonds, figs, and other fruits, all which are 
found to grow there already;...in building of forts, towns, churches; in powdering and 
barrelling of fish, fowls, and flesh, which will be notable provision for sea and land; in drying, 
sorting, and packing of features, where of may be had there marvelous great quantity..... 



In sum, this enterprise will minister matter for all sorts and states of men to work upon; 
namely, all several kinds of artificers, husbandmen, seamen, merchants, soldiers, captains, 
physicians, lawyers, divines, cosmographers, hydrographers, astronomers, historiographers; 
yea, old folks, lame persons, women, and young children, by many means...shall be kept from 
idleness, and be made able by their own honest and easy labour to find themselves without 
surcharging others.  

Richard Hakluyt, "A Discourse on Western Planting," Maine Historical Society Collections, 2nd 
Ser., Documentary History of the State of Maine (Cambridge, 1877), II, 36-41 
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Overview 

Document 7 contains excerpts written by Richard Hakluyt, who is 

making claims about the advantages of colonization. 

Reading Questions 

1.What is Hakluyt asking for?

2. How is his request different from Zuazo’s request?

3. Why might their requests have differed and what does this tell you about the unique

ways in which European countries approached colonization and conquest? 

4. What language (words and phrases) does the author use to persuade the document's

audience? Who would have been his audience?  Does the document's language help 

indicate the author's perspective? 

Materials 

7 Hakluyt 



Document 8 

The Black Legend 
Author: Bartolomé de las Casas 
Date:1542  

Annotation: 

Late in the eighteenth century, around the time of the three hundredth anniversary of 
Columbus's voyage of discovery, the Abbé Raynal (1713-1796), a French philosophe, offered a 
prize for the best answer to the question: "Has the discovery of America been beneficial or 
harmful to the human race?"  

Eight responses to the question survive. Of these, four argued that Columbus's voyage had 
harmed human happiness. The European discovery of the New World had a devastating impact 
on the Indian peoples of the Americas. Oppressive labor, disruption of the Indian food supply, 
deliberate campaigns of extermination, and especially disease decimated the Indian 
population. Isolated from such diseases as smallpox, influenza, and measles, the indigenous 
population proved to be extraordinarily susceptible. Within a century of contact, the Indian 
population in the Caribbean and Mexico had shrunk by over 90 percent.  

During the sixteenth century, when the House of Habsburg presided over an empire that 
included Spain, Austria, Italy, Holland, and much of the New World, Spain's enemies created 
an enduring set of ideas known as the "Black Legend." Propagandists from England, France, 
Germany, Italy, and the Netherlands vilified the Spanish as a corrupt and cruel people who 
subjugated and exploited the New World Indians, stole their gold and silver, infected them 
with disease, and killed them in numbers without precedent. In 1580, William I, Prince of 
Orange (1533-1584), who led Dutch Protestants in rebellion against Spanish rule, declared 
that Spain "committed such horrible excesses that all the barbarities, cruelties and tyrannies 
ever perpetrated before are only games in comparison to what happened to the poor Indians." 

Ironically, the Black Legend drew upon criticisms first voiced by the Spanish themselves. 
During the sixteenth century, observers like Bartolomé de las Casas (1474-1566), the bishop 
of Chiapas, condemned maltreatment of the Indians. As a way to protect Indians from utter 
destruction, las Casas proposed an alternative labor force: slaves from Africa. Given the 
drastic decline of the Indian population and the reluctance of Europeans to perform heavy 
agricultural labor, African slaves would raise the staple crops that provided the basis for New 
World prosperity: sugar, coffee, rice, and indigo.  

Las Casas would come to regret his role in encouraging the slave trade. Although he rejected 
the idea that slavery itself was a crime or sin, he did begin to see African slavery as a source 
of evil. Unfortunately, las Casas's apology was not published for more than 300 years. 

Document: 

New Spain [Mexico] was discovered in 1517 and, at the time, great atrocities were committed 
against the indigenous people of the region and some were killed by members of the 
expedition. In 1518 the so-called Christians set about stealing from the people and murdering 
them on the pretence of settling the area. And from that year until this--and it is now 1542--
the great iniquities and injustices, the outrageous acts of violence and the bloody tyranny of 
these Christians have steadily escalated, the perpetrators having lost all fear of God, all love 
of their sovereign, and all sense of self-respect. Even now, in September 1542, the atrocities 
get worse by the day, it being the case, as we have said, that the infernal brutality and utter 
inhumanity of the acts committed have readily increased as time has gone on.  



Among other massacres was one which took place in Cholula, a great city of some thirty 
thousand inhabitants. When all the dignitaries of the city and the region came out to welcome 
the Spaniards with all due pomp and ceremony, the priests to the fore and the high priest at 
the head of the procession, and they proceeded to escort them into the city and lodge them in 
the houses of the lord and the leading citizens, the Spaniards decided that the moment had 
come to organize a massacre (or "punishment" as they themselves express such things) in 
order to inspire fear and terror in all the people of the territory. This was, indeed the pattern 
they followed in all the lands they invaded: to stage a bloody massacre of the most public 
possible kind in order to terrorize those meek and gentle peoples. What they did was the 
following. They requested the local lord to send for all the nobles and leading citizens of the 
city and of all the surrounding communities subject to it and, as soon as they arrived and 
entered the building to begin talks with the Spanish commander, they were seized without 
anyone outside getting wind of what was afoot. Part of the original request was they should 
bring with them five or six thousand native bearers and these were mustered in the courtyards 
when and as they arrived. One could not watch these poor wretches getting ready to carry the 
Spaniards' packs without taking pity on them, stark naked as they were with only their 
modesty hidden from view, each with a kind of little net on his shoulders in which he carried 
his own modest store of provisions. They all got down on their haunches and waited patiently 
like sheep. Once they were all safely inside the courtyard, together with a number of others 
who were also there at the time, armed guards took up positions covering the exits and 
Spanish soldiers unsheathed their swords and grasped their lances and proceeded to slaughter 
these poor innocents. Not a single soul escaped.  

From Cholula they made their way to Mexico City. On their journey, they were showered with 
thousands of gifts from the great king Montezuma who also sent some of his men to stage 
entertainments and banquets for them on the way. When they reached the Great Causeway 
which runs for some two leagues right up to the city itself, they were greeted by Montezuma's 
own brother and many local dignitaries bearing valuable gifts of gold, silver and apparel from 
the great lord.  

Yet that same day, or so I am reliably informed by a number of eye-witnesses, the Spaniards 
seized the great king unawares by means of a trick and held him under armed guard of eighty 
soldiers, eventually putting him in irons.  

....The pretext upon which the Spanish invaded each of these provinces and proceeded to 
massacre the people and destroy their lands--lands which teemed with people and should 
surely have been a joy and a delight to any true Christian--was purely and simply that they 
were making good the claim of the Spanish Crown to the territories in question. At no stage 
had any order been issued entitling them to massacre the people or to enslave them. Yet, 
whenever the natives did not drop everything and rush to recognize publicly the truth of the 
irrational and illogical claims that were made, and whenever they did not immediately place 
themselves completely at the mercy of the iniquitous and cruel and bestial individuals who 
were making such claims, they were dubbed outlaws and held to be in rebellion against His 
Majesty. 
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Overview 

Document 8 contains excerpts from Bartolome de Las Casas’ journal.  

Reading Questions 

1. Las Casas’ describes a massacre in Cholula; where have you read about this 

massacre before? How does his account impact your understanding of that event? 

 

 

 

2. If Spanish law makes legal Cortez’ conquest, why might Las Casas still protest 

Cortez’ actions?  In Las Casas’ eyes, did Cortez have a right to massacre the people of 

Central Mexico?  

 

 

 

3. What language (words and phrases) does the author use to persuade the document's 

audience? Who would have been his audience?  Does the document's language help 

indicate the author's perspective? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Materials 

8 Las Casas 

 

 

 



DOCUMENT 9
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Overview 

Document 9 is written by Andre Chacon, a Spaniard who lived in Trujillo, Peru for 

over 40 years and worked the land with a plantation staffed by indigenous peoples (the 

immediate ancestors of the Inka).  

Reading Questions 

1. What claims does the author make?  

 

 

2. What evidence does the author use?  

 

 

3. What language (words, phrases, images, symbols) does the author use to persuade 

the document's audience? 

 

 

4. How does the document's language indicate the author's perspective? 

 

 

5. In a few sentences, describe what you learned from this reading.  

 

 

 

 

 

Materials 

9 Chacon  

 

 

 



THE AGE OF EXPLORATION ESSAY 
CHART FOR EVIDENCE COLLECTION 

PROMPT:  In what ways did European societies use their legal systems and religious belief systems to enslave other European, 
African, and/or Native American societies and conquer other nations? Describe their justifications and rationale for slavery and 
conquest. What does sugar have to do with it? What were the reasons behind the conquest of the Americas? 

Collect your quotations evidence that may help you answer these questions from the Reading Packets you have worked on to 
fill the chart below: 

EVIDENCE 

Reading # and Quotation 
(with page numbers) 

EXPLANATION 

Does the evidence you have chosen 
here reveal the Spanish interest in 
sugar/ other commodities? How, 
according to the evidence, do these 
commodities relate to the Spanish 
desire to conquer and enslave 
others?  

EXPLANATION 

What does this quotation show 
about the way the Spanish used 
religion/ legal system to justify 
expansionism? 

EXPLANATION 

What does this evidence reveal 
about the Spanish attitudes 
towards the people of the New 
World/ enslaved Africans whom 
they encountered at this time? 
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Age of Iberian Exploration 











Mediterranean Empire of Aragon



Ottoman Expansion 



Hispano-Portuguese Empire – late 16th c.  





Portuguese Exploration in the Near-Atlantic, Africa, 
and Beyond 

• Sugar plantations established in Madeira in 1450’s – work done 
by enslaved Africans  

• 1460 Portuguese arrive Guinea

• 1487 Bartolomeu Dias rounded Cape of Good Hope

• 1497 Vasco da Gama continues to India



Christopher Columbus

• Four voyages 

– 1492 

– 1493-1496

– 1497-1500

– 1502-1504

Died in 1506

*Treaty of Tordesillas 1494



1507 World Map



1543 World Map



1573 Map of Western 
Hemisphere
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